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Music Overview written by Claire Arnold, Subject Lead 

Curriculum Intent 

Music is a universal language, fundamental to our humanity and civilization. At Elton, we believe that every child deserves the opportunity to 
engage with music of all styles and from all cultures, in order to develop their own musical journey.  We promote music through our curriculum 
offer, and also through the extracurricular opportunities and formal instrumental lessons through the school.  Our philosophy of music education 
is based on the principle that it should be fun and engaging for all concerned, and that every child is a born musician. Music plays a role in every 
aspect of our lives, wherever and whoever we are. It not only links to every NC subject but also provides emotional support and contributes to 
personal development and mental wellbeing. 

Curriculum Implementation 

We have selected Charanga as a scheme of work as it provides support for staff in delivering a high quality music curriculum that is both rigorous 
and flexible.  Their Model Music Curriculum (MMC) is aligned with the National Curriculum for Music and the non-statutory Model Music 
Curriculum Guidance published by the DfE in 2021. 

The scheme follows a spiral approach to musical learning, with children revisiting, building and extending their knowledge and skills 
incrementally. In this manner, the children’s learning is consolidated and augmented, increasing musical confidence and enabling them to make 
good progress. Teachers can adapt their teaching to respond to the strengths and needs of the children they teach.   

The academic year is divided into six units, each corresponding with one of six recurring Social Questions, combined with a unique Musical 
Spotlight. 

For more detailed support and information, please see the Model Music Curriculum Scheme Guide. 

At the centre of each step – each lesson – is a song around which the musical learning is centred. Each lesson has opportunities for listening, 
singing, performing, composing and improvising exercises so that the children’s musical experiences are well-rounded.  This experience of 
singing together also improves well-being. 

Curriculum Impact 

Children quickly become familiar with the musical activities through which they acquire new, or reinforce previous, musical knowledge and 
understanding. As musicians, the children are confident and reflective performers and can identify ways in which they (and others) can improve.  

https://staging2.charanga.com/resource_library/products/pdfs/MMC_REVISED/curriculum_level_documents/overview/Key%20Documents/Model%20Music%20Curriculum%20Scheme%20Guide.pdf
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The spiralled approach of the curriculum leads to a more secure, deeper understanding and musical mastery, enabling children to develop their 
knowledge and understanding of music as it relates to culture and their world experiences both in and outside of school.  Through this, they 
begin to form their own musical opinions and develop their own musical style.   

A further impact of the music curriculum, is that children learn to work as part of a team and develop confidence in their personal talents and 
appreciation of the talents of others.  We are always overwhelmed by how many children want to perform in front of an audience by the time they 
are in KS2, and how many take up the option of learning an instrument or joining choir. 

Extracurricular opportunities 

Children have access to a variety of instrumental lessons that are offered privately in school: drums, singing, piano, guitar, ukulele (all year 
groups) and all brass instruments (from Y4).  There is no financial barrier to accessing these lessons – the school and instrumental teachers 
invited to work at the school, are all passionate in providing equity of opportunity to every child. Achievements are celebrated (examinations and 
grades) in Celebration Assemblies and in instrument recitals. Teaching staff run a choir and a percussion club. 

We take part in the annual Young Voices concert, where we travel to the O2 in London to take part in a concert of massed voices – the largest 
children’s choir in the world! 

We work in partnership with the Yarwell and Nassington Britannia Brass Band, who have provided us with brass instruments and invite our 
school brass band to perform at concerts with them. 

We participate in local music festivals and music days, hosted by local secondary schools. Our brass band are very successfully locally and have 
won competitions and been invited to perform in large municipal theatres. 

Our instrumental teachers provide opportunities for exceptional musicians to gain a wider experience.  For example, one of our pupils 
successfully auditioned to join the National Youth Brass Band of Great Britain Children’s Band.   
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